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Therefore, as by the Offence of One, JupcmenT 
came upon ALL MEN to CONDEMNATION 3 even 
/o, by the Righteouſneſs of One, the REE Grier 
came upon ALL MEN wnto JUSTIFICATION of 
Lireg, Rom. v. 18. 

That they may adorn the Doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all Things: For the GRACE of Gon, 
that BRINGETH SALVATION, hath appeared to 
ALL Men; teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts, wwe ſhould live erh. righte- 


ouſly, and godly, in this preſent World, Titas ii. 
"Pt 7 i 
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PREFACE: 


FriEnDLY READERS, 


E VE to the bleſſed Goſpel of our 


Lo RD and Saviouk JESUS 

CHRIST, who was crucified 
without the Gates of Jeruſalem, joined 
with real Deſires for the Welfare of all 
thoſe who believe the Dottrines oppoſed in 
the following Treatiſe, more particularly 
you who are my Neighbours and Acquain- 
tance, hath been the only Motive that hath 
drawn theſe following Lines from me, and 
that hath made me willing to preſent this 
ſmall Treatiſe to your Confideration, be- 
lieving the ſame to be my Duty. 

Now, as Life Eternal is placed in the 
true Knowledge of Gon, and JEsus 
CHRI1sT whom he hath ſent; (which 
Knowledge is more than a bare Aſſent and 
Belief of the Truth; even a Heart Know- 
ledge, proceeding from the New Birth, and 
CHRIST being tormed in the Soul:) To 


bave right Thoughts and Apprebenſions of 


Gop, is a great Step towards the attaining 
of this more excellent Knowledge ; for ſuch 


2 Per- 
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Perſons are far more likely to perſevere in 
their Fourney towards Heaven, tho they 
may be ſorely aſſaulted with Temp rio 
and ſometimes overcome by the Enemy of 
their Souls; and there is more Hopes of their 
Recovery, by much, than of thoſe that are, 
as it were, © -rincipled with falſe Notions of 
G 0D. 

Mperefore it is not ſafe to believe, that 
CHRIST has ſo made Satisfaction to the 
Juſtice of Gop for Sin, (by that One Offer- 
ing, whereby be bas for ever perfected all 
the ſanctified) as that there is nothing 
new to be done by us, thro" his Help, to 
intitle us to the ſaving Benefit of that One 
Offering, made by him once fot all : For 
if we do, the Leſs will be irreparable; for 
then we deſtroy Faith, Repentance, Mor- 
tification, Sanctification, and the Work of 
Regeneration and the New Birth; with- 
out which, our Saviour hath affirmed, We 
cannot ſce the Kingdom of Gop. 

Nor is it ſafe to believe, that the infinitely 
good Gor did, before all Time, ordain any 
Part of Mankind to Diſhonour and Wrath, 


without any Reſpett had to their Diſobe- 


dience and Sin; or that CHRISH died only 
fer @ certain Number of Mankind, called 


the Elect; and that the reſt of Mankind 
halb no Inter ei or ſaving Benefit intended} 
hem g: 


ey dem by his Death; or that Grace is only 
s, | given to thoſe that ſhall be ſaved; or that 
of one can fall away from Grace. 
cir Now, to make the contrary appear to 
re, I be the Truth, is the Deſign of this ſmall 
of Þ Treatiſe: Therefore I have adapted the 
Firſt Head, to ſhew G o p's univerſal Love 
hat to Mankind in general. The Second, 10 
the  ſbew that CHRIST died for all Men, 
fer- without Exception. The Third, to fhew 
| all N at CnrisT hath procured, as the Fruit 


bing and Effect of his Death, a Meaſure of |, 


„ ta ſaving Light and Grace for all Men; 
One I whereby all are put into a Capacity to lay 
For ¶ hold on the Redemption that is in bim: 
, for For if there were not a Meaſure of divine 
Mor- | Light and Grace given to all Men, enabling 
rk of em, in the Day of Viſitation, to convert 
- Nor turn to Gop, and lay bold on CHRIS 
and his Righteouſneſs, I ſee not how they 
ld have any Benefit by CaR1ST ; ſeeing 
Man, in his natural State, is unable of 
himſelf to make the leaſt Step towards his 
n Reſtoration. And it is alſo abſurd to 
Fink, that CyrIsT ſhould offer up himſelf 
or the Sins of Mankind, and yet not give 
bem the Means, whereby they may lay 
ankini old of, or embrace the Benefit. The Fourth 
Hendel lead ſbews, that thoſe, to whom Grace is 
themFiven, may, Ls WIR periſh, if they 
3 be 
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' be not duly watchful, and improve the ſame. 
All this I have done in as brief a Manner 
as T poſſibly could. 
Friendly Readers, One Thing more I 
owe you, that is, to give you a ſmall Ac- 
count what we, as a People, believe concern- 
ing ſome of the weighty Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity z becauſe I know we are, as the 
Chriſtians were in the Primitive Times, 
a People almoſt every where ſpoken againſt ; 
and it often happens, that the Prejudiced 
are more apt to take an Account jrom out 
Adverſaries of our Belief, than from our- 
elves ; tho* every impartial Man muſt con. 
clude, that we certainly know what we db 
believe better than any elſe : For how ſhould 
know what we believe but from us? 
Firſt, We believe in one Go, and in 
one Lord JESUS CHRIST, and in on 
HoLly SPIRIT; and that theſe Thre 
[are One, of infinite Perfection, Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, Juſtice, and Holineſs ; knowin! 
all Things paſt, preſent, and to come; pre 
ſent in all Places, and able to do all Things 


Secondly, That JESUS CHRIST, th 
Son of God, in the Fulneſs of Time, to 
on him the Seed of Abraham, and ui 
conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and born | 
the Virgin Mary, at Bethlehem in 
dea; being perfett Man as well as perfti 
P Go 


* 


ſelf, 

Bloo, 
there 
judge 


accer 


comr 
ple, : 
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ne. God; and was made in all J. bings like un- 


ner % us, Sin only excepted , and that he was 


crucified for our Sins, and not for ours only, 
e I but alſo for the Sins of the whole World, 
Ac- end roſe again on the third Day, and after 
ern- | forty Days aſcended into Heaven, now ap- 
hri- Þ pearing in the Preſence of Gor for us, our 
the ¶ Mediator and Advocate with the Father; 
nes, ¶ and hat as he was true and real Man, fo 
nſt ; ¶ be continues to be glorified in Saul and Body. 
diced I Alſo, as we believe, that there is no Remiſ- 
o en of Sin, but by virtue of his moſt pre- 
cious Death and Sufferings, performed for 
16, without us, thro" our unfeigned Repen- 
tance, and receiving him into our Hearts, 
by his bleſſed Light, Grace, and Holy Spirit; 
ſo we believe the ſame to have Influence on 
the whole Work of our Salvation, even 
Santiification, as well as Juſtification : For 
tho" it is the Holy Spirit that doth imwardly 
renew and ſanctiſy us; yet that bleſſed Pri- 
ingl vilege is owing to the offering up of him- 
ſelf, and ſhedding of his moſt precious 
Blood without us, as the procuring Cauſe 
thereof. Alſo we believe, he will return to 
e, tool judge the World in the Day of Judgment, 


d wal according to theſe Scriptures : And he hath 


horn ﬆ commanded us to preach unto the Peo- 
in Ju ple, and to teſtify, that it is he which was 
perfil ordained of Gop to be the Judge of Quick 

Goo and 


r 
and Dead. Becauſe he hath appointed a 
Day, in the which he will judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man 
whom he hath ordained ; whereof he 
hath given Aſſurance unto all Men, in 
that he hath raiſed him from the Dead, 
Acts x. 4. xvii. 31. And from thus be- 
lieving in CHRIST, it followeth, that we 
Should believe in the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, or of the Body, which we ſincerely 
do; uh ſome have been ſo ignorant, or 
wicked, as to ſay we do not. 

Thus I have given you a ſhort, but true 
Account what we believe concerning our 
Lord and Saviouvk JESUS CRHRISxT, 
and the great Benefits that cometh to us thro 
him : But if you are deſirous to be further 
informed, Yeoncerning our Faith and Dac- 
trine, I recommend to your Peruſal that 
excellent Book, publiſhed by Robert Barclay, 
intitled, An AeoLocy for the true Chri- 
ſtian Divinity, as the fame is held forth 
and preached by the People called, in 
Scorn, Quakers ; printed 1675. 

To conclude, I defire you, whoever you are, 
that may read me, that as you would pro- 
fit in Godlineſs, to apply your Minds to that 
divine Principle of Grace and Light, Ho- 
ken to under the third Head of this Treatiſe; 
for thereby you may come ſavingly to ** 
Go 
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God and your ſelves aripht, and to under- 
ſtand the Scriptures: And except thereby 
yu come to be taught, inſtructed, or illumi- 
nated, you can never rightly either know 
God, or yourſelves, nor truly underſtand the 
Scriptures. Wherefore it highly concerns 
wu, to have a tender Regard to the Opera- 
tion of this divine Principle in your own 
Conſciences, which diſcovereth Sin, and the 
Evil Hit; and alſo inclines your Minds to 
Codlineſs and a Love of Virtue. That there 
is ſuch a Principle often ſo working in your 
Hearts, I do not at all queſtion but you will 
readily acknowledge, if you are not thoſe 
whoſe Day of Viſitation is expired: But if 
ou are not yet ſo acquainted with God, or 
bis Diſcoveries to your Souls, by his Light, 
Grace, or Holy Spirit, as to know his Voice 
rom that of the Strangers, and ſo queſtion 
whether that which doth thus reprove you 
or Evil, and incline you to Good, be the 
Grace of God, or only the Checks of à na- 
tural Conſcience, let me inform you what 
Chriſt hath ſaid, that the Comforter, Jobn 
xvi. 7, 8. the Spirit of Truth, when it comes, 
hould reprove the World of Sin, of Righ- 
teouſneſs, and of Judgment. And the A- 
le John, ſpeaking alſo of the Spirit, un- 
dr the Name of the Anointing, ſaith, But 
the Aen. 1 Jobn ii. 27. oy ye 
ave 


* ee 


have received of him, abideth in you; 
and you need not that any Man teach you, Of | 
but as the ſame Anointing teacheth you 
of all Things, and is Truth, and is no 
Lye. And that this gracious Viſitation of 
the Love of God is univerſal, in the Day of 
Viſitation to all Men, is alſo clear from the 
Doctrine of the ſame Apoſtle , for, ſaith be, 
The true Light, John i. 9. lighteth every 
Man that cometh into the World, Ti 
which the Apoſtle Paul joins his Teſtimony, 
affirming, That the Grace of G o Þ, that 
brings Salvation, hath appeared to all 
Men, Titus ii. 11. and taught them that 
believed, not only to deny Ungodlineſs andi Ti 
worldly Luſts, but alſo to live ſoberly, Nancer 
righteouſly, and godly, in this preſenti hae 
World. Wherefore, I hope, it is ap- 
parent, that this is the Work and Office © 
the Spirit. 

So, with ſincere Deſires, friendly Readers, 
for your eternal Salvation, I Hall concludz, 
remaining, in all Chriſtian Duty, 
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Your Chriſtian Friend, 
WILLIAM RAWLINSON. 
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you GOD to -MANKI1ND. 


n of AY unto them, As I live, ſaith the 
ay of Lord God, I have mo Plache in the 
1 the Death of the Wicked, but that the 
þ be, Wicked turn from his Way and live. 


very urn ye, turn ye from your evil Ways,----- 

Tofer wwhy will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? 
non), Na) Ezek. xxxiii. 11. For this is good and 
that ffecceptable in the Sight of God our Saviour; 
o allKobo will have all Men to be ſaved, and to 
tbal me to the Knowledge of the Truth, (b) 
s and Tim. ii. 3, 4. The Lord is not flack 
derlyſoncerning his Promiſe, (as ſome Men count 
relentW/ackneſs) but is long-ſuffering to us-ward, 
s a Wet willing that any ſhould periſh, but that 
ll ſhould come to Repentance, (c) 2 Pet. 111. . 
bat mean ye, that ye uſe this Proverb con- 
erning the Land of Iſrael, ſaying, The Fa- 
bers have eaten ſour Grapes, and the Chil- 
rens Teeth are ſet on Edge? As I live, 
ail h the Lord God, ye fhall not have occa- 
on any more to uſe this Proverb in Iſrael. 
Febold, all Souls are mine; as the Soul of 
be Father, ſo alſo the Soul of the Son is 
ine: The Soul that finneth, it ſhall * 

e 
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The Son ſhall not bear the Iniquity of the 
Father, neither fhall the Father bear the 
Iniquity of the Son; the Righteouſneſs off 
the Righteous ſhall be upon him, and th N- 
Wickedneſs of the Wicked ſhall be upon him: hat 
But if the Wicked will turn from all he but 
Sins that he hath committed, and keep al wi! 
my Statutes, and do that cuhich is lawful and #10: 
right, he fhall ſurely live, he fhall not dis is 
(d) Ezek. xviii. 2, 3, 4, 20, 21. Then Pe. iro 
ter opened his Mouth, and ſaid, Of a Trutj of 
I perceive that God is no Reſpeer of Per. to. 
ſons : but in every Nation, he that fearell 
God and worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted Glo 
with him, (e) Acts x. 34, 35. For Ca vin 
fo loved the World, that he gave bis cu ſh 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in hin} Tre 
ſhould not perifh, but have everlaſting Liſil brin 
For God ſent not his Son into the World, i may 
condemn the World; but that the Merl nd 
through bim might be ſaved.---- And this i of 0 
the Condemnatgon, (of the World) that Ligh cli; 
is come into the World, and Men loved Dart Han 
neſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deed 
were evil, (f) John iii. 16, 17, 19. Ar 
the Times of this Ignorance God winked al 
but new commondeth all Men every her 
to repent, (g) Acts xvii. 207 | 
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| REMARKS. 

ſs of x. a) Here the Prophet Ezekiel, in the 
ge Name of the Lorp, informs us, that God 

him | hath no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked ; 
ie but, on the contrary, that, f the Wicked 
p all wil turn from their evil Ways, they may 
and lee. This Teftimony, if we had no more, 
die Mis ſufficient to prove, that Gop hath not, 
1 Pe from all Eternity, fore-ordained any Part 
rruot Mankind to Diſhonour and Wrath, or 
pe to everlaſting Death, without any Reſpect 
grell had to their Diſobedience or Sin, for the 
cep Glory of his ſovereign Power, as the Weſ- 
„al minſter Confeſſion of Faith teacheth ; which 
's onl | ſhall conſider at the Cloſe of this ſmall 
. Treatiſe, with the Scripture Texts they 
bring for Proof, that if, by any Means, I 
may be helpful to remove ſo dangerous 
an Opinion concerning the ſovereign Power 
of Gop, out of the Minds of ſome, well- 
inclin'd Neighbours, and others, to whoſe. 
Hands theſe may come; ſeeing this Doc- 
trine is much embraced, both by Presby- 
terians, Independents, and ſome Baptiſts ; 
which much hindereth them from recei- 
ving the Truth: For, if Gop had fo fore- 
ordained, how could he ſay, he had no 
Pleaſure in their Death, or Deſtruction? 
R For we mult conclude he doth take Plea- 
ſure in his own * and ſuch is this 
| ac- 
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acknowledged to be. And moreover, 
how could the holy true Go p call unto 
them (the Wicked) to turn from their 
evil Ways, and that in ſuch a Manner as 
beſpeaks Compaſſion, as, Turn ye, turn ye 
from your evil Ways, and live, if he had 
fore-ordained, yea, from all Eternity, de- 
creed their Deſtruction? 

(5) Neither is the Apoſtle Paul leſs re- 
markable ; who, to his beloved Timothy, 
gives this plain Account of the great Love 
of Gor to all, That it is good and accep- 
table in the Sight of God our Saviour, who 
will have all Men to be ſaved, and to come 
to the Knowledge of the Truth. It we may 
believe the Apoſtle to be as ſincere as he 
is plain, we muſt, to the Glory of Gop, 
confeſs, this Doctrine of eternal abſolute 
Reprobation, is contrary both to the Doc- 
trine of the Prophets and Apoſtles. Firſt, 
What is'this that is good and acceptable in 
the Sight of God? It is, that Prayers and 
Supplications be made, not only for Kings, 
and all in Authority, but for all Men. And 
ſurely, ſince it is good and acceptable we 
ſhould pray for all Men, Gop deſires the 
Salvation of all, and the Deſtruction of 
none; and, therefore, it is truly ſaid, Man' 
Deſtruction is of himſelf, but his Help is in 
the Lord. Whereas, if this Doctrine 5 

| ay” 


abſolute Reprobation is true, I ſee not how 
Man's Deſtruction is, properly and origi- 
nally, of himſelf , becaule, according there- 
to, Gop had, from all Eternity, fore-or- 
dain'd itz and nothing future was the 
Cauſe thereof : but, on the contrary, we 
ſee the Apoſtle exhorts, that Supplications, 
Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, 
be made for all Men : And why ? Becauſe 
it is good and acceptable in the Sight of God 
our Saviour. And why 1s it acceptable in 
the Sight of Gop our Saviour ? Becauſe 
be would have all Men to be ſaved, And 
what Reaſon gives the Apoſtle for that? 
Becauſe J7eſus Chriſt his Son, and our Savi- 
our, gave himſelf a Ranſom for all. Thus 
we ſee how that, even in a Current, Gop's 
univerſal Love flows and runs towards 
Mankind, without Exception. 

(c) Nor is the Apoſtle Peter leſs full 
and clear in this Matter, that whatſocver 
ſome Men count of the Long-ſuffering 
of Gop, yet he attributes it to his Good- 
nefs and Mercy, That not any ſhould pe- 
riſh, but that all ſhould come to Repen- 


tance ; which, what more and full can be 
expreſſed, I know not: For if He is not 
willing that any ſhould periſh ; then cer- 


tainly he has not fore-ordained any there-_ 
unto. 
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And that he has not fore-ofdained any 
to periſh, is moſt clear, in that he would 
have all come to Repentance ; for to whom 
Repentance is poſſible, Salvation is like- 
wile ; and that he calleth any to Repen- 
rance, without placing them in the Capa- 
city to repent, or giving them Power, is 
more abſurd. 

(d) This Article brings us again to the 
Prophet Ezekiel, where, in the Name of 
God, he expoſtulates thus: hat mean ye, 
that ye uſethis Proverb concerning the Land 
of Iſrael, ſaying, The Fathers have eaten 
four Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are 
ſet on Edge ? This is that for which Gop 
complained, as a falſe Charge upon him; 
fecing it implieth ſomewhat of Injuſtice, 
as he in the latter-Part of the Chapter ob- 
ſerves, ſaying, Ze ſay, The Way of the 
Lon p ig not equal : But to clear himſelf 
of this, he ſaith, Ze ſhall not have occaſion 
any more to uſe this Proverb, and then 
aſſigns a Reaſon, viz. All Sculs are mine, 
as the Scul of ' the Father, jo the Soul of 
the Son is mine: The Soul that finneth it 
fall die. Here God gives a ſtrong Rea- 


fon, which is ſufficient indeed, and ſhews 
his Impartiality, That all Souls are bis: 
So that the Son ſhall not ſuffer for his 
Father's Sins, untill by his own Sin he 
| comes 
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1 
comes to draw them upon him; it being 
only, The Soul that /inneth ſhall die. But 
to put it paſt all Diſpute, in the 2oth 
Verſe he expreſly ſaith, The Son ſhall not 
bear the Iniquity of the Father. Than 
which, what more can be ſaid, to clear 
Gop from imputing the Sin of the Fa- 
ther upon the Son, without his own ac- 
tual Tranſgreſſions? And further, to ſhew 
us, that as the Sin of the Father ſhould ex- 
tend no farther than himſelf, neither ſhould 
his Righteouſneſs, The Righteouſneſs of the 
Righteous ſhall be upon him, and the Wick- 
edneſs of the Wicked ſhall be upon him: And 
then he ſhews the Mercifulneſs of GOD 
towards the Wicked ; that, notwithſtand- 
ing their EIS if they will 
but turn therefrom, they ſhall not die, but 
furely live. Gov having thus cleared him- 
ſelf, appealed to them, Hear now, O Houſe 
of Iſrael, is not my Way equal? Are not 
your Ways unequal ? And then ſhews the 
Impoſſibility of falling away; which I 
may conſider under that Head. But here 
we may note, that Go, to ſhew the 
Equality of his Ways, appealeth to them 
for Witneſſes, and doth not plead his ab- 
lolute Sovereign Power, and the Un- 
ſearchableneſs of his Wiſdom : For tho? 
the unſearchable Wiſdom of Goo is too 
B 3 great 
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great for us to fathom; yet, according to 
the Principles of Juſtice and Goodneſs, 
which he has given us, we know what is 
juſt and good, and what is contrary ; 
and therefore he appealeth even to them 
as Judges. Thus we ſce how oppoſite 
this ablolute Reprobation 1s, both to the 
Doctrine of the Holy Scripture, and the 
Reaſon Gop has given us as Men. Only 
note this by the Way, under this Head, 
that tho' Gop doth thus graciouſly extend 
his Mercy towards the Wicked, yea, all 
Men, it we may believe Ezekiel, Paul, 
and Peter; yet is not hereby underſtood 
all the Lifetime, but only during the 
Day of his Viſitation to them: So that it 
is poſſible for many to out- live the Long- 
ſuffering of God, that leadeth to Repen- 
tance; and then ſuch may indeed (as in- 
deed they are) be called Reprobates, who 
are ordained to Diſhonour and Wrath; 
but not without reſpect had to their Dil- 
obedience or Sin. 

(e) From the Paſſage of Cornelius, we 
may 1n part gather, that Peter had, even 
in ſome Degree, been under a Miſappre- 

henſion, ſuppoſing that Gop's Love and 
Providence was not extended to Mankind 
in general, as he came by that Occaſion 
to underſtand from the Viſion he law, 
Wit 


e -6A, 

with the Relation Cornelius gave him, and 
Gop's pouring out the Holy Ghoſt, fully 
reſolves him herein; ſo that he thus 
breaketh out into Acknowledgment of this 
Truth, ſaying, Of a Truth I perceive Gop 
is no Neſpecter of Perſons: But in every 
Nation, he that feareth him, and worketh 
Righteouſneſs, is accepted of him. Which 
Paſſage I recommend to my Reader's ſe- 
rious Conſideration. 

f) Now I come to that beloved Diſ- 
ciple, that had the Privilege to lean upon 
the Breaſt of his Loxp ; who, by the 
Holy Ghoſt, gives us this full Account 
of Go 0's Love to the World, viz. For 
Gop /o loved the World, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
ing Life. This is a general Offer of 
CHRIS to the World. Here is no Li- 
mitation ; for the Word whoſoever, is an 
indefinite Term, from which no Body is 
excepted : As, for Example, if in any 
Place any ſhould make Proclamation of 
any Gift or Privilege, that whoſoever will, 
may have, Are not all then at Liberty to 
accept thereof? Even ſo is Go p's Love 
through CHRIS, according to this be- 
loved Diſciple, That whoſoever believes in 
him, ſhould not periſh ; ſo that Go ex- 

| ; cepts 
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cepts none, but thoſe who exclude them- 
ſelves thro' their Unbclief, and rejecting 
the Grace offered. And thus Go p ſent 
not his Sen into the World, io condemn the 
World , but that the World through him 
might be ſaved. Now if we take the 
Word World, according to its common 
and genuine Senſe, I hope all Mankind 
is under this Privilege. And for my Part, 
I do not remember in any Part of the 
Bible, that the Believers are called the 
Jord, diſtinct from the reſt of Mankind. 
Vet the Apoſtle leaves it not here; but 
gives us to underſtand what CHRIST 
{aid was the Condemnation of the Weorld, 
that Light is come into the World, and Men 
love Derkneſs rather than Light. Now, 
except the Apoſtle is ſpeaking of two 
diſtinct Worlds, which yet he no way 
diſtinguiſhes, we may ſafely conclude, 
that Mankind in general is here intended: 
For he tells us, the Condemnation was, 
becauſe they loved Darkneſs rather than 
Light ; by which we cannot ſuppoſe he 
intended only Believers; for this is not 
applicable to Believers. To conchude this 
Particular, here we ſee, that CHRIST was 
not ſent to condemn the World, but to ſave 
it; but its Condemnation is, becauſe it 
loves Darkneſs rather than Light ; and the 

; Rea- 
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Reaſon of that is, becauſe their Deeds are 
evil. So that, is it not ſafer to believe 


the Account the Apoſtle gives us of the 


Condemnation of the World, than the Ac- 
count the Weſtminſter Confeſſion gives us ? 
The one faith, Becauſe Light is come into 
the World, and Men love Darkneſs rather 
than Light ; the other ſaith, For the Glory 
of his Sovereign Power over his Creatures, 
he hath fore-ordained and decreed it, and 
that from all Eternity. 

(g) If Gop had fo ordained and de- 
creed it, How could the Apoſtle Paul 
truly ſay, That Go p commands all Man 
every where to repent ? I do therefore 
query, Doth not all Men, every where, 


include all Particulars? And if it doth, as 


it needs muſt, then all Mankind muſt 
needs be under the Poſſibility of Salva- 
tion: For to whom Repentance is poſ- 
ſible, Salvation is alſo poſſible; for thoſe 
that repent, ſhall be ſaved, if they fall 
not away again. And if Gop commands 
all Men to repent, it muſt needs be, that 
they have Power given them of him to 
repent ; for it were repugnant to Reaſon, 
much more to the holy, juſt, and good 
Cop, to require that of any of his Crea- 
tures, which he gives them no Power to 

do. 
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do. If it be replied, Go p gave Adam 
Power, and he loſt it; ſo he may require 
Obedience, and yet give no Power, [ 
anſwer, I deny it: For if Adam loſt his 
Power thro? his Sin, and that his Poſterity 
is included in the ſame Condition, let 
them that ſo affirm prove, that Go re- 
quireth any Worſhip or Obedience of him 
or them, without giving them Power fo 
to do: For, I ſuppoſe they will grant, 
thoſe that are in this State deſerve eternal 
Puniſhment for their Sin already commit- 
ted ; ſo that there is no need of more to 
damn them. But waving this, for An- 
ſwer, I further ſay, this Sin of Adam's, 
according to the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, 
could be no Ground for Gop's Decree; 
for his Sin was but in Time, and this De- 
cre? was from Eternity: And alſo, Gov 
did not decree any thing, becauſe he fore- 
ſaw it as future; nay, Adam's Sin was ne- 
ceſſary, he could not avoid it; becauſe 
theſe Faith- makers ſay Gop did, from all 
Eternity, freely and unchangeably ordain 
whatſoever comes to pafs : Yet they con- 
feſs Adam bad Power to fulfil the Lav 
of God, being left to the Liberty of his 
own Will; which, if they can reconcile 
theſe two together, ſo as to make it in- 

telligibl: 
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telligible to the Underſtanding Go» has 
given to Mankind, I muſt confeſs I am 
to learn: But, for a more full Anſwer 
hereto, I refer to the next Head, that the 


Obedience of CHRIST is as extenſive as 
the A of Adam. 
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tions be bleſſed, Gal. in. 8. 
| behold, I bring you good Tidings of great 


C HA . I. 


Of the UNIVERSAL ExTENT 
of CHRIST our SAVIOUR's S- 
CRIFICE and ArONEME NT. 


ND the Scripture foreſeeing that 
God would juſtify the Heathen thro 
Faith, preached before the Goſpel unte 
Abraham, ſaying, In thee ſhall all the Na- 


Joy, which ſhall be to all People. For unte 
you is born this Day, in the City of David, « 
Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord. Glory 
to God in the higheſt, and on Earth Peace, 
Good-will towards Men, Luke ji. 10, 11, 
14. For ſo hath the Lord commanded us, 

ſaying, I have ſet thee to be a Light of the 
Gentiles, that thou ſhouldeſt be for Salva- 

tion unto the Ends of the Earth, Acts xiii. 

47. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 

Matth. xxviii. 29. That Repentance ani 

Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in hi 

Name, among all Nations, Luke xxiv. 4) 
For the Love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, be 
cauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all 
then were all dead: And that he died fo 
al 
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all, that they which live, ſhould not hence- 
forth live unto themſelves, but unto him 
the died for them, and roſe again, 2 Cor. 
v. 14, 15. Therefore, as by the Offence of 
ome, Judgment came upon all Men to Con- 
demnation ; even ſo, by the Righteouſneſs of 
one, the free Gift came upon all unto Fuſti- 
fication of Life, Rom. v. 18. And through 
thy Knowledge ſhall the weak Brother periſh, 
for whom Chriſt died? 1 Cor. viii. 11. 
Who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, to be 
teſtified in due Time, 1 Tim. it. 6. But we 
ſee Jeſus, abo was made a little lower than 
the Angels, for the ſuffering of Death, 
crowned with Glory and Honour; that be, 
by the Grace of God, ſhould taſte Death for 
every Man, Heb. ii. 9. And he is a Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins; and not for ours 
only, but alſo for the Sins of the whole 
World, 1 John, And we have ſeen 
and do teſtify, + the Father ſent the. Son 
to be the Savicur of the World, 1 John iv. 


14. 
REMARKS. 

I defire all the Lovers of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and all thoſe that are deſirous to be 
zealous for the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints, ſeriouſly to weigh and conſider, 
[how fully theſe inſpired Writers declared 


the Extent of CHRIST our Saviour's 
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Atonement, and his being given for a 
general Redemption, without all Excep- 
tion or Limitation to any Family, Na- 
tion, or People; but that he it was in 
whom all Nations ſhould be bleſſed , which 
is glad Tidings of great Foy to all People; 
he being the Light of the Gentiles, and 
God's Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth 
who is therefore to be preached to all Na- 
tions, for Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins; 
and that he died for all, and by whoſe 
Righteouſneſs the free Gift is come upon all 
unto Fuſtification of Life: So that the 
Plaiſter is as broad as the Sore, and the 
Medicine as univerſal as the Diſeaſe. 
Therefore it highly concerns us, not to 
give Offence to any, ſeeing Cnyri1sT died 
for them, giving himſelf a Ranſom for 
all, and taſted Death for every Man; 
being not only a Propitiation for our Sins, 
but alſo for the Sins of the whole World ; 
being ſent of the Father to be the Saviour 
of the World. What more full, more ex- 
tenſive, and what more plain and clear, 
can be delivered or ſpoken ? What Ar- 
ticle of Faith, or Principle of Chriſtianity, 
is in more expreſs Terms? So that it is 
even Matter of Aſtoniſnment, how any 
dare limit the bleſſed Benefits of the 
Atonement of our Lorp JESsUs CHRI5T 
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27 
to any certain Number of Men, excluding 
the reſt from any Intereſt or ſaving Be- 
nefit intended to them by Gop, and by 
our LoRO IJ ESUS CRHRIS᷑T. 

there may many undeniable Argu— 


ments be drawn from the foregoing Scrip- 


tures, and others that might be produced, 
in Confirmation and Proof of this Doc- 
trine : But in regard theſe are ſo clear of 
themſelves, I ſhall ſimply recommend 
them to the ſerious Peruſal of my Rea- 
ders; deſiring they may ſeriouſly weigh 
the Force and Extent of them, and then 
| hope there will be no need of Illuſtra- 
tions. However, it may.be Time enough 
to conſider them further, when any takes 
it upon them to ſhew their Deficiency, 
in holding out this comfortable Doctrine. 

And I hope I have delivered to my 
Reader this Article of Faith, (of our Sa- 
iour's being not only a Propitiation for our 
Sins, [Believers] but alſo for the Sins of the 
whole Werld) not feebly furniſhed, but 
richly ſtored with the Authority of CHRIST 
and his Apoſtles. 


I know, that not only the Weſtminſter 


Confeſſion, but ſome other Profeſſors, hold 
for Doctrine, that CHRIST did not die 


for all Men; but that all for whom he 


died ſhall be ſaved. Now the Falſcneſs 
2 2 of 


_ — — — 4... - — ä — — — 
— 7 — — —— — — P — — 5 
- - 919 — ; — — 22228 8 = 
p r > þ 
- I 4 —_ - _ — - 
* * 0 
26 — 1 * 7 r — 

— 


r — Re 
e 


— 
— 


_—— — 


VIE 
— — 


1 


$ 
= 
ö "= 
ix 
| þ 
475 
4 
| 
1 71 
1 
1 * 
1 
* 
7 i „ 
"Son 
— : T0 
4 


28 


of the former is ſufficiently demonſtrated 
in this Propoſition; the latter I will offer 
a Text or two in Refutation of ; tho* my 
intended Brevity will not admit me to be 
more particular ; neither is there that Oc- 
caſion, as 1 apprehend : yet hereby it 
may appear the Holy Scriptures is againſt 
them in both. Firſt, then, we have one 
Scripture already, 1 Cor. viii. 11. And 
through thy Knowledge ſball thy weak Bro- 
ther periſh, for whom Chriſt died? If the 
Apoſtle be not miſtaken, nor I miſappre- 
hend him, then thoſe for whom CHRIST 
died may periſh. Again, the Apoſtle 
Peter ſaith, But there were falſe Prophet 
alſo among the Pecple, as there ſhall te 
falſe Teachers among you, who privily ſhall 
bring in damnable Hereſies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themſelves ſwift Deſtruction, 2 Pet. ii. 1, 
What can be ſaid more plain and full! 
For the wholeMatter is hereexpreſs'd, both 
that theſe falſe Teachers were within the 
Purchaſe of Redemption, ſeeing they 45 
nied the Lord that bought them, and that, 
notwithſtanding, they periſh : For beſides 
the Nature of their Crime, as being fal/: 
Teachers, and bringing in dammnable Here. 
ies, even lo the denying the Lord that bought 
them, 


n 
them, the Apoſtle ſaith, T hey brought upon 
themſeFves ſwift Deſtruttion. 

And thus the Falſeneſs of their other 
Doctrine doth appear, which is ſo repug- 
nant to the Love of Gop, and the Ex- 
tent of CURIST's Atonement, as well 
as highly injurious to a great -Part of 
Mankind; ſeeing that moſt Men may 
therefrom have Reaſon to queſtion, Whe- 
ther they are placed by Gop under any 
Poſſibility of finding Mercy ? And, on the 
other hand, there may be thoſe who'may 
perſuade themſelves to be under this hap- 
py Condition, when they are not; ſo 
that, tho' they live in much Wickedneſs, 
they may flatter themſelves they ſhall be 
laved. Thus this Doctrine gives too 
much Ground either to .deſpair or pre- 
ſume; whereas, on the other hand, to be- 
lieve as we do, and as the Holy Scriptures 
hold out, there is Ground of Encourage- 
ment for all, (yet none for any to preſume) 
that notwithſtanding the Depravedneſs of 
our Wills, and -Corruption of our Na- 


tures, yet ſuch is the infinite Love of 


Gob, as to give his Son, even our bleſſed 
Lord JIESuS CHRIST of Nazareth, - 
to be our. Redeemer ; who, in moſt per- 
fect Obedience to his Father, offered up 
himſelf, even unto Death, yea the ſhame- 
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ful Death of the Croſs ; and hath thereby 
both procured Remiſſion of Sins, and ob- 
tained for all that free Gift of Grace, even 
a Manifeſtation of ſaving and evangelical 
Light and Grace; whereby, if they do not 
reject and reſiſt it, but ſuffer it to have 
Influence upon them, they witneſs Faith 
to be begotten in their Hearts, and fo 
come to Repentance; and then wit- 
neſs the Remiſſion of their Sins, through 
the offering up of the Body of Jłsus once 
for all, Heb. x. 10. But, on the contrary, 
if they reject the Offer of ſo great Love, 
they notwithſtanding periſh. 

Thus I ſhall conclude this Particular, that 
it is poſſible for thoſe to periſh for whom 
Cunr1sT died, in the Words of the Author 
to the Hebrews : Of how much ſorer Pu- 
niſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought wor- 
thy, who hath trodden under Foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the Blood of the Co- 
wenant, wherewith he was ſanctified, an 
unholy Thing, and done Deſpite unto the 
Spirit of Grace ? Heb. x. 29. 

And that I may be the more intelligible, 
we may diſtinguiſh Redemption into Par- 
ticular and General; even as there is 2 
general giving, according to Mat. xi. 27. 
John in. 35. Pſal. ii. 8. and a particular 
grving, according to 7ohbn vi. 37. * 
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bothreal and agreeable to Scripture; as well 
5b- as there is a general Call, according to Mat. 
ren Nix. 13. Mat. xx. 16. and a particular Call, 
cal N according to Rom. viii. 30. and yet both 
not real, being relative to different States and 
ave Conditions. By the general Call, all Men, 
ith without Exception, are call'd to Repen- 
ſo tance, and to turn from their evil Ways, 
vit - and be received into the Favour of Gop ; 
agh which Call is real in Gop, tho? it is not 
once ÞÞ always obeyed; as we may ſee, Rom. x. 16. 
ary, | The ſpecial Call is to thoſe, who, having 
Dve, | obeyed the general, are called to a more 
glorious State, by the Spirit of Adoption, 
that I even to Sons and Daughters: and whom 
hom he thus calls he juſtifies, and, in Time, 
thor I glorifies : Yet theſe two Calls differ not 
Pu- originally, being both the Drawings of 
wor- GoDp, by his Light and Grace, in the 
on Hearts of Men; but the one is to Man, 
Co- while unconverted and unrenewed, and 
„ an the other when converted and renewed : 
te And till we come thus to apply Scripture, 
as it was ſpoken to divers States and Con- 
zible, I ditions, and Growths in Grace, we are 
Par -· I never like either to reconcile the Scripture 
is a with itſelf, or ourſelves to the one true 
1. 2 Faith: For if we apply the Qualifications 
cular} of grown Chriſtians, and the Promiſes 
d yet made to them, to Beginners; and, on the 
both Other 
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32 
other Hand, to allow to grown Chriſtians 
only the Qualifications and Growths of 
Beginners, we ſhall make ſtrange Work, 
and put the Holy Scriptures into great 


Diſorder : So, in the Redemption pur- 
chaſed by our Lo RD, we are to diſtin- 
guiſh between particular Redemption, 
which relates to actual Juſtification, and 
is only applicable to thoſe that are in a 
ſanctified Fate) 1 John i. 7. and that ge- 
neral Redemption, which relates to all; 
of which, that it may be underſtood what 
I mean thereby, take this following Ac- 
Count. 

Firſt then, the Wrath of Gop is ſo far 
removed, and his divine Juſtice ſo far ſa- 
tisfied, as that Repentance and Remiſſion 
of Sins is offered, and a Meaſure of 1a- 
ving Light and Grace procured z where- 
by thoſe great Mercies are not only ſim- 
ply offered, but Man is thereby put in a 
Capacity to receive them, and turn to the 
LokD; who is thus far, thro' his Son's 
Obedience, come nigh unto all: So that 
the LorD 1 is, on his Part, reconciled to us, 
if we receive him, as hereby we are en- 
abled to do. But, on the contrary, if Gop 
made only an Invitation to all to receive 
thoſe good Things, and had not alſo gi 
ven them Power, or paced them 2 a 
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33 | 
Condition to receive them ; nay, which 
is worſe, to have ordained they ſhall not 
receive them, what are they the better for 
ſuch an Offer? Or were it not as well they 
had no ſuch Offer ? Is it not, as if any 
were ſo fooliſh and idle, to ſet a Diſh of 
good Meat before a Company of dead 
Men, and bid them eat and be refreſh'd? 
And yet thus, or worſe, would too many 
ſuppoſe of Gop, in giving his Son for the 
Lite of the World, and the Preaching of 
the Goſpel. But to return, he is, in the 
Senſe above, a Propitiation for the Sins of 
the whole World: not that all are actually 
reconciled; for ſo none are, but who are 
come to be in Cyr1sT : And thus the A- 
poſtle Paul diſtinguiſheth, ſaying, I bo 
hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, 
aud hath given us the Miniſtry of Reconci- 
liation. Now then we are Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as tho* God did beſeech you by us; 
we pray you, in Chriſt's Stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God, 2 Cor. v. 18, 20. Ob- 
ſerve here, he ſaith, ho hath reconciled us 
to himſelf by Feſus Chriſt : That is, Belie- 
vers, who were in CHr1sT; but of the 
reſt, diſtin from them, he neither ſaith 
they were thus reconciled, nor that they 
ſhould be thus reconciled ; but ſaith, Re- 
eenciling the World to himſelf, &c. which 
plainly 


plainly implieth, both that the Work waz 
begun, and yet not finiſhed: And thus 
they were Ambaſſadors, in CHRIST 's Stead, 
to beſeech or pray People 7o be reconciled Oft 
to God: All which runs parallel, and ſhews ol. 
Gop was willing, but Man was wanting | 
on his Part. N 
Thus is Gov's Love to loft Man excel- A, 
lently ſet forth; ſo that all are put by him Cad. 
under a real Capacity of Salvation, thro' I 
our Lorp Jtsus CHRIST, and his meri- 
torious Obedience; and yet, if Man will Ub i 
not receive ſo rich Grace and Mercy, the 
Love of Gop is not in vain, nor our Lozyv 
CarisT's Obedience unaccepted of his FF 
Father, as ſome do weakly imagine; for F“ 
Goy's Love is hereby heighten'd : ſo that 7 
he has done all that could be expected of la 
a merciful and juſt Being. And CHRIST 
Obedience is never the leſs accepted, in“ 
that in all Things he was found in perfect.. 
Obedience to his Father's Will; which, N'e K 
to all that are ſaved, will be Matter off 
eternal Joy, as well as to all that periſh,"*"5 
Matter of cternal Sorrow. Thus Gov * 
will be glorified, both in them that are ſa 9 1 
ved, and in them that periſh; the one f - 
. acknowledging their Salvation to be of 
him ; the other, theirDeſtruction to be oft 
theniſclves. 'r d 
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Of the UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLE 


of SAVING LICGCEH T and GRACE. - 


N the Beginning was the Word, and the 
Jord was with God, and the Word was 
Cod. In him was Life, and the Life was 
the Light of Men. And the Light ſhineth 
in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs comprehend- 


eh it not.---T hat was the true Light, which 


kghteth every Man that cometh into the 
World, John i. 1, 4. 5. 9. Fer the Grace 
F God, that bringeth Salvation, hath ap- 
reared unto all Nen ; teaching us, that 
tenying Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, wwe 
ould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
his preſent World, Tit. vi. 11, 12. There- 
fore, as by the Offence of one, udgment came 
pon all Men to Condemnation; even ſo, by 
ve Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gift came 
pon all Men to Juſtification of Life, Ro- 
ans v. 18. But the Manifeſtation of the 
pirit is given to every Man to profit with- 
, 1 Cor. xii. T he Righteouſneſs which 
, Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not 
n thine Heart, Who ſhall aſcendinto Heaven? 


be offfihat is, to bring Chriſt down from above) 
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is, to bring Chriſt again jrom the Dead) 
But «what ſaith it ? The Word is nigh thee, 
even in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart, Ro- 
mans x. 6, 7, 8. Deut. xxx. 12. that 
thou may hear it and obey it. 


R E MAR K S. 


If we would but ſeriouſly weigh the 
Force of theſe few Texts, without Regard 
to our particular Opiniohs, no doubt but 
we ſhould ſoon come to acknowledge 
the Truth of them : And to them may 
be added many more that declare the ſame 
Doctrine; which, for Brevity's Sake, I 
have omitted. But ſuch is ſome Men's 
Unhappineſs, that they are rather willing 
to make the Holy Scriptures ſpeak as they 
would, than to hear it ſpeak in its own 
Language; and to give Meanings to it, 
than take it in its own Terms. Here the 
Apoſtle John giveth us three ſtrong Rea- 
ſons for believing that this Light, which 
lighteth every Man, is divine. 

_ Firſt, That this Light is the Life in him, 
the Word, which was with God, and was 
God, and was made Fleſb; which wa 
CHRIST. | 

Secondly, That it fhineth in Darkneſs; 
by which he diſtinguiſheth it from rhe 
Light of. Nature, or Man's natural Un- 

derſtanding; 
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derſtandirſg ; for the State of Man, in his na- 
tural Condition, is called Darkneſs, Eph.v.8. 
Thirdly, He further diſtinguiſheth it 
from the Light of Nature, as well as con- 
firms it to be divine, in affirming it to be 
that /rue Light; which the Light of Na- 
ture neither is, nor can be, 
All which I may demonſtrate further 
thus: That Light, which is the Life in 
him the drvine Word, by whom all Things 
were made, is not natural, but ſupernatural 
Light; yet ſuch is that Light, which is 
the Light of Men, or, which lighteth every 
Man that cometh-into the World : There- 
tore that Light, which lighteth every Man 
that cometh into the World, is no na- 
tural, but a ſupernatural Light. Again, 
that Light, which is not comprehended by 
Darkneſs, (which Darkneſs is, as above, 
the State or Condition of Man naturally) 
muſt be a ſupernatural Light, conſequent- 
ly divine; and yet ſuch is the Light which 
lighteth every Man, according to Jobn; 
therefore this Light, which lighteth every 
Man that cometh into the World, is a di- 
vine Light. This is proved from 1 Co- 
rinthians ii. 11, 14. For what Man know- 
eth the Things of a Man, ſave the Spirit 


of a Man that is in him? Even ſo, the - 


Things of God knoweth no Man, but the 
73 | 


Spirit 
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Spirit of God. Thus it is evident, that 
as no lower Principle than the Spirit of a 
Man knoweth the Things of a Man; ſo 
not any lower Principle than the Spirit of 
Gop can give the true Knowledge of 
Gop. Wherefore the Spirit of Gop is 
abſolutely neceſſary to come to the true 
Knowledge of Gop ; and therefore Man, 
in his natural State, may properly enough 
both be called Darkneſs, and alſo truly 
enough be ſaid not to comprehend this Light; 
becauſe it is ſupernatural, and he is natu- 
ral; for the leſs excellent cannot compre- 
hend the more excellent : for nothing can 
reach above its proper Sphere, However, 
the Apoſtle, in the 14th Verſe, puts a full 
Period to the Controverſy, ſaying, But the 
natural Man receiveth not the Things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſhneſs unto 
im: Neither can he know them, [obſerve] 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, ver. 1 4. 
Now, if it be objected, What better is Man 
for this ſupernatural Light, ſeeing his Con- 
dition 1s — that he cannot comprehend 


it? I anſwer, tho' he cannot, yet it can 
ſo break in upon him, as to reveal itſelf 
to him; and then, by the Diſcovery it 
makes, he may thereby receive ſo much 
Knowledge as is ſufficient to his preſent 
State : And thus it doth reveal itſelf s 

the 


reſent 
ſelf in 
the 


the Day of every one's Viſitation; for its 
lighting every one that comes into the 
World, is the Day of Viſitation to every one; 
therefore every one has a Day of Viſitation. 
And to this is applicable that of the Apoſtle 
Paul, 2 Cor. iv. 6. For God, who com- 
manded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 
hath ſhined in our Hearts, to give the Light 
of the Knowledge of the Glory of God, in 
the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, To which 1 
may add that ot the P/almiſt, For thou wilt 
light my Candle: The Lord my God will 
enlighten my Darkneſs, Pſal. xviii. 28. 
Thirdly, The Light of Nature; which is 


that Principle of Reaſon, whereby Man 


becomes a rational Being, cannot properly 
be called a true Light; becauſe, thro* the 
Fall, Man, in all his Faculties, is degene- 
rated and corrupted; ſo that our very 
Minds are become carnal; which, as the 
Apoſtle Paul hath defined, is Enmity againſt 
God, Rom. viii. 7. And this alſo is further 
proved, from Gen. vi. 5. where we have 
a woful, but true Account of ourſelves, as 
we ſtand in the Fall, That every Imagina- 
tion of the Thoughts of our Hearts are only 
evil continually. So that, as ſuch, I can- 


not underſtand how we can have any true 


Light: for the Evangeliſt doth not ſay, 
that this rue Light, which he faith light- 
D 2 net h 
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neth every Man that cometh into the World, 
is any Principle we have as Men, thus 
conſidered ; for he doth not make it to be 
any Principle or Faculty of Man; but, on 
the contrary, that it is the Life in him the 
Ford: No more do we; but account it 
the Grace of Gov, and his rich Mercy 
thro* our Redeemer, the LORD JEsvs, 

Thus, upon the whole, I would hope, 
every one will acknowledge the Light of 
Grace, or Redemption, which 1s only m and 
by Jesus CHRIST, and is the Light of his 
Holy Spirit, who is Gop and Man, only 
to be that true Light; and then, according 
to the Apoſtle, every Man that comet 
into the World is lightened therewith. 

I now come to that noted Saying of the 
Apoſtle Paul to Titus, For the Grace of 
God that bringeth Salvation, hath appeared 
to all Men; teaching us, that denying Un- 
godlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live 
foberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this preſent 
World: From which three Things are ve- 
ry obſervable; Firft, That this Grace 1s 
ſaving Grace ; becauſe he faith, it bring: 
Salvation. Secondly, That all Men may 
come to have Benefit by it; becauſe, he 
faith, f appears to all Men. Thirdly, That 
it was the Saints Teacher, both with re- 
lation to what they were to avoid, 8 

2 es what 


„ 
what they were to do. All this is ſo very 
plain from the Text, that one would even 
conclude, none would adventure to deny it ; 
tho* it is too apparent, ſome Men are fo 
bold, that rather than have their Opinions 
refuted, they will even deny the moſt 
plain Senſe of any Scripture. As, for In- 
ſtance, John ſaith, He (to wit, CHRIST) 
was a Propitiation for our Sins; and not 
for ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the 
whole World. Here they will not admit, 
that the Apoſtle, by the whole World, in- 
tended Mankind in general, but only the 
Elect; whom they alſo conclude to be 
but a ſmall Part of Mankind : when the 
Apoſtle doth plainly diſtinguiſh the Z/e#, 
or Believers, from the whole World, in 
laying, for our Sins, and not for ours only ; 
and then faith, but alſo for the Sins of the 
whole World : by which it is moſt clear, 
that Mankind in general is comprehended. 
Again, tho' at Times they will grant, that 
the Holy Scriptures are the beſt Expoun- 
der of the HolyScriptures, yet here, tho* the 
Apoſtle: uſes the ſame Phraſe, in the ſame 
Epiſtle, in diſtinguiſhing the Believers and 
the World in general, they will not allow 
one and the ſame Interpretation to both: 
For the Apoſtle ſaith, in the ſame Epiſtle, 
We know we are_of God, and the whole 
| D 3 World 
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World lieth in Wickedneſs. Here they will 
not allow the Apoſtle intends, by the whole 
World, the Eleft , and yet they have the 
ſame Reaſon. 

Thus too many make the Scripture 
fuit with their Opinions, inſtead of making 
their Opinions ſuit with Scripture. 

Now this Grace is that ſpiritual Guide, 
which the People called Quakers are heard 
{o frequently to exhort People to obſerve 
the Teachings of : And is it not well done? 
And may they not lawfully do it; ſince 
it was the Saints Teacher of old, and 
taught them to deny Ungodlineſs and world- 
ty Lufts, and alſo to live ſoberly, righteouſ- 
ly, and godly, in this preſent World ? (Mark, 
in this preſent World). And have not we, 
in this Age, need to be taught this Leſ- 
ſon? And if we have, were it not well it 
all preſſed People to hearken and adhere 
to this Teacher in their own Hearts, as 
well as the Quakers do exhort? And tho 
thus to preach and teach be by too many 
now-a-days counted Enthuſiaſm ; yet if 
the Chriſtian World, fo called, were more 
taught by this Teacher, it would look 
more like to its primitive State. 

The Apoſtle Paul, in Rom. v. 18. 
maketh a plain Parallel between the Ex- 
tent of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, and . 4 
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Obedience and Righteouſneſs : So that 
if there be a Loſs and Diſadvantage come 
upon all Men, by Adam's Tranſgreſſion, 
even ſo there is a Gain and Advantage 
come upon all Men, thro' the Righteouſ- 
neſs of CyrIsT; even ſuch a Gain and 
Advantage as the Apoſtle terms the Free 
Gift, which is unto Juſtiſication of Life : 
So that, for my Part, if I were for abſo- 
lute Reprobation, this very Text would 
make my very Heart ake ; ſeeing it is a 
dreadful Thing, either to add to or dimi- 
niſh from the Holy Scriptures ; for which 
lee Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 

Now the Apoſtle doth ſay, this Free 
Gift doth come upon all t Zuftification of 
Life; yet he ſaith not, that all are thereby 
juſtified : even as he ſaid before, That the 
Grace of God appeared unto all Men, yet 
not that all Men were ſaved by it. Nay, 
none are ſaved by Grace, or juſtified by 
this Free Gift, but thoſe that ſuffer it to 
renew and ſanctify them, by receiving 
it into their Hearts; all others are only 
thereby put into the Capacity of Salva- 
tion; and the Reaſon thereof is, becauſe 
they rejer# and reſiſt it, as thoſe did As 
vii. 51. It would of its own Nature pro- 
duce ſaving Effects in all; but all do not 
yield to its Operation, Even as it is = 
tne 
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the Figure: Caſt a Grain of Wheat into 
the Ground, and if there be no Impedi- 
ment, it will naturally produce Fruit, and 
yield Increaſe; but if it be not ſuffered 
to abide in the Ground, or otherwiſe hin- 
dered, it doth not bring forth Fruit ; and 
yet no wiſe Man will lay the Blame in the 
Wheat. And thus we ſhall find in the 
Day of Judgment, according to thoſe 
Parables made by our Lok p, that the 
Condemnation of the World will not be, 
becaule they wanted Saving Grace, this 
Free Gift, or Divine Light ; but becauſe 
they loved the Pleaſures of Sin, their evil 
Life, and Darkneſs, better. For to be 
ſure, the holy, juſt, merciful, and good 
Gop, will make it appear, when he judges 
the World in Righteouſneſs, that he has 
done all, in order to the Salvation of 
Mankind, that is conſiſtent with ſo glo- 
rious a Being. 

But if it be objected, He may do what 
he pleaſes, he being an abſolute Sovereign 
LorD. 

I anſwer, He may do what he pleaſes: 
But we are to underſtand, he will not be 
pleaſed to.do any thing but what is agree- 
able to all his holy Attributes; his: abſo- 
lute Power will not move him to act con- 
trary to the reſt. 

And 


And here I ſhall take Notice what the 
Weſtminſter Confeſſion ſaith, Chap. 1. and 
dect. 1. That the Light of Nature, and 
« the Works of Creation and Providence, 
« do fo far manifeſt the Goodneſs, Wil- 
« dom, and Power of Gop, as to leave 
Man unexcuſable; yet are they not ſuf- 
« ficient to give the Knowledge of God, 
and of his Will, which is neceſſary to 
Salvation.“ | 
Now I deny that to be ſufficient to 
leave unexcuſable, which is not, if im- 
proved, ſufficient to leave excuſable; and 
to ſay otherwiſe, is contrary to all the 

Reaſon Gop has given us. I here 
plead not for the Sufficiency of the Light 
of Nature; for I do not believe it to be 
able, either to excuſe or accuſe, that is, 
ſufficiently : But the Grace of G-oD, and 
Light of CBR IST, is able to do both, 
as we are found loving or hating it. So 
deſire all to be careful how they charge 
ſuch unaccountable Things to Gov : 
Firſt, in taking the ſlothful Servant's 
Part, in making Gop require that of 
Man, he gives them no Power to do; 
and then, to make Gop amends, goeth 
about to make it appear, he may, and 
that juftly. Let ſuch firſt refolve us, 
Whether Gop doth not look on Man as 
| an 


an accountable Creature, and whom he 
will call to an Account for the Deeds 
done in the Body, and accordingly as he 
hath well or ill done, reward or puniſh 
him? Which, it it be granted, that Man 
is an accountable Creature, and that he 
Mall receive according to the Deeds done, 
whether it is not abſolutely neceſſary that 
ſuch a Creature, under ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces, have Power given him, either toꝰdo 
what is required of him, or not to do it. 
But to clear the Matter further, How can 
any Creature be juſtly puniſhed for not 
doing that it never had Power given it to 
do? Or what Reward can. it deſerve, 
when it was not in the Power of the Crea- 
ture to do otherwiſe ? For if Man be un- 
der an abſolute eternal Decree, ſo that al 
his Ways was from Eternity decreed, and 
that 8 op hath unchangeably decreed 
whatloever comes to paſs, Whether, pray, 
can any Actions done by Man be proper- 
ly and originally called Man's Actions! 
Or are they not more properly and ori 
ginally Gop's? And then, pray, where 
is there any ſuch thing as Sin in the World, 
except we will ſay, that Gop is the Au— 
thor thereof; which is blaſphemous to 
think ? So, upon the whole, if this Doc- 
trine were true, it would turn both 

| Virtue 


Virtue and Vice out of the World; and 
conſequently Rewards and Puniſhments ; 
not to ſay it overthrows the Belief of the 
General Judgment. Yet I ſhall leave it 
with the reſt, to the ſerious Conſideration 
of my Readers. 

Thus having taken a ſhort View of this 
Doctrine of abſolute Reprobation, and the 
Nature and Tendency of it, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to our next, 1 Cor. x11. 7, Here the 
Apoſtle doth declare, That a Manifeſta- 
tion of the Spirit is given to every Man to 
profit withal ; which is more than to ever 
Believer, or every one of the Ele#, and 
much more than to none but the Zle# , 
for every Man comprehends both Believers 
and Unbelievers. And thus we find it was 
given, according to our Saviour's Parable 
of the Sower and the Talents: The 
Sower (who was himſelt) ſow'd his Seed 
upon all the four forts of Ground, tho? 
but one of them brought forth Fruit to 
Maturity; and the Fault is there aſſign'd 
to be in the Ground, not in the Seed: 
for there is no Difference made of the 
Seed, but that it was all one in the four 


orts of Ground. So likewiſe of the Ta- 


lents, the ſlothful Servant is charged with 
not improving his Talent; and nothing 
alledged even by the ſlothful Servant, but 

that 
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that the Talent was the ſame with the Lor 
others, as it doth clearly appear to be: ¶ lim 
For the Lok po called it his Money, and trin 
his own'; nay, the ſlothful Servant confeſ- © Cha 
ſed it to be his; and therefore, it was rig 
given to him that had made his five ten. ¶ acco; 
I have elſewhere ſhewed, that the aſ- bali 
ſerting of Saving Grace to be given to all, I C/ 
doth not conclude all to be therefore Þ n/ . 
ſaved ; and the Holy Scriptures doth Þ #025 
abundantly make it out, as I have already Uri 
inſtanced, and ſhall more fully do, under Trib 
the next Head. So that it greatly con- Mar 
cerns all to ſee that they improve their / 
Talents; and that the Word of Grace end 
grow in their Hearts, that they ſuffer no- N Good 
thing to choke it; and that they profit Cent. 
with the Manifeſtation of the Spirit given v1 
them; or elſe, notwithſtanding, they mayſſ[this 
periſh : So that our Saviour's Exhortati-YHere 
on 18 very neceſlary, that what I ſay Ente 
you, I ſay unto all, Watch. 
Our laſt Inſtance is, Rom. x. 6, 7, 8. Head 
where the Apoſtle acquaints us, that bat t 
Word of Faith is nigh, in the Mouth and the 
Heart: And therefore, as Moſes exhortedF27 c 
the Jews, ſo doth Paul the Romans, and rue 


holds it out as an univerſal Principle tofÞringe 
both Few and Greek. And in ver. 12. heMer , 
faith, There is no Difference, but the ſambirii 
Lori 
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Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon 
be: him. So that, according to this Doc- 
and trine, he might well affirm, as he did in 
fe. Chap. ii. That the Judgment of God is 
was righteous, who will render to every Man 
en. ¶ according to his Deeds.---To them, who by 
al. Y patient Continuance in Well-doing, ſeek for 
all, I Glory, and Honour, and Immortality ;---eter- 
fore n Life : But unto them that are conten- 
doth , and do not obey the Truth, but obey 
eady IN Unrighteouſneſs ;---Indignation and Wrath, 
nder Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon every Soul of 
con- ¶ Man that doth Evil; of the Few firſt, and 
their % of the Gentile. But Glory, Honour. 
race land Peace, to every Man that worketh 
r no- Cd; to the Few firſt, and alſo to the 
profit} Gentile. For there is no Reſpect of Perſons 
given with God. Thus we ſee how univerſally 
' mayſſſthis great Miniſter holds out the Goſpel. 
xrtati- Here is nothing that ſavours of any Ab- 
22 lolute Reprobation. 

So I ſhall ſum up and conclude this 
, 8. Head thus: That ſince it doth appear, 

at "th that the Life in him, the Divine Word, 
th ani the Light of Men; and that every Man 
hortedſFb2t cometh into the World is lighined with 
5, and true Light , that the Grace of God, which 
ple toffringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all 
12. hen; that there is a Manifeſtation of the 

be ſa prrit Sie every Man to profit withal; 
Lor E that 
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that the free Gift, which is unto Juſtification 
of Life, is come upon all Men; that the Word 
of Faith is nigh, in the Mouth and Heart , 
I hope we may, without Error, hold for 
Doctrine, as we have hitherto done, that 
ſuch is the infinite Love of Gor to Man- 
kind in general, that thro* theRighteoulneſs 
and Obedience of .his only begatten Son, 
our Loxp JESUS CHRIST, be doth 
commit to every Man a Meaſure of 
Saving Light and Grace, in order to their 
Salvation; and in the Day of every one's 
Viſitation doth call them to Repentance 
thereby; notwithſtanding the Yeſtminſter 
Confeſſion ſaith the contrary, and concludes 
that Gop has paſſed by, and eternally re © 
probated, a great Part of Mankind, with 5 
out any Reſpect had to their Diſobediency : 
or Sin, but for the Glory of his Sovereigf/, 
Power; and yet concludes, Go D mad 
Man in his own Image, and, notwith 
ftanding, decrees him to Hell and To 
ment, without (as before) Reſpect had t 
his Diſobedience or Sin. E 


Pray, Friendly Readers, conſider th all by 
and ſee how it tends to the Glory of Ae 


Sovereign Power, which is accompani 

with the Perfection of Wiſdom, Goc Zi 

neſs, Righteouſneſs, Love, and Mercy 
CHAR 
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; Of the Poss1B1rity of FALLING 
for away from GRACE. 

* UT when the Righteous turneth away 
w#'3 from his Righteouſneſs, and commit - 


. teth Iniquity, and doth according to all the 
oth Abominations that the wicked Man doth, 
| Shall he live ? All his Righteouſneſs he hath 
done ſhall not be mentioned: In his Treſpaſs 
ey that he hath treſpaſſed, and in his Sin that 
he hath ſinned, in them ſhall he die, Eick. 

trance : 
el iii. 24. Every Branch in me that bear- 
eb not Fruit, be taketh away. If a Man 
abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a Branch, 
and is withered, John xv. 2, 6. But 1 
keep under my Body, and bring it into Sub- 
jection; leſt that, by any Means, when I 
have preached to others, I myſelf ſpould be 
caſt away, 1 Cor. ix. 27, Moreover, Bre- 
thren, I would not have you ignorant, how 
that all our Fathers were under the Cloud, 
and all paſſed through the Sea; and were 
all baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud, and 
in the Sea; and did all eat the ſame ſpi- 
ritual Meat; and did all drink the ſame 
piritual Drink : (for they drank of that 
piritual Rock that followed them, and that 
Rock was Chriſt.) But with many of them 
E 2 God 
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God was not well pleaſed: For they were 
overthrown in the Wilderneſs. Now theſe 
Things were our Examples, to the Intent 
we ſhould not luſt after evil Things, as they 
alſo luſted, 1 Cor. x. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Well, 
becauſe of Unbelief they were broken off, and 
thou ſtandeſt by Faith. Be not high-minded, 
but fear : Fer if God ſpared not the na- 
tural Branches, take heed leſt he alſo ſpare 
not thee, - Rom. xi. 20, 21. Take heed, 
Brethren, left there be in any of you an evil 
Heart of Unbelief, in departing from the 
living God. Por it is impoſſible for thoſe 
c ho were once enligbined, and have taſted 
of the heavenly Gift, and were made Par- 
takers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted 
the good Word of God, and the Powers of 
the Werld to come, if they ſhall fall away, 
to renew them again unto Repentance : ſee- 
ing they crucify to themſelves the Son of Gd 
afreſh, and put him to open Shame, Heb. iii. 
12. vi. 4, 5, 6. Now the End of the Com- 
mandment is Charity, out of a pure Heart, 
and of a good Conſcience, and of Faith 
unfeigned: Which ſome having put away, 
concerning Faith, have made Shipwreck, 
1 Tim. i. 5, 6, 19. Now the Spirit 

Speaketh expreſly, that in the latter Times 
fome ſhall depart from the Faith, giving heed 


to ſeducing Spirits, and Doctrines of Devils, 


. 1 Tim. 


33 
r Tim. iv. 1. For if, after they have 
eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, through 
the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, they are again intangled there- 
in, and overcome, the latter End is worſe 
with them than the Beginning. But it is 
happened unto them, according to the true 
Proverb : The Dog is turned to his own 
Vomit again; and the Sow that was waſh- 
ed, to her wallowing in the More, 2 Pet. ii, 
20, 22. 
REMARKS. 

From Ezek. xviil. it is very clear to me, 
that a righteous Man may fall from his 
Righteouſneſs, and turn to commit Wic- 
kedneſs, and therein die; as it is, that a 
wicked Man may turn from his Wicked- 
neſs, and become a righteous Man : The 
one is as inferrable from the Chapter as 
the other, and both undoubtedly true. 
Neither i is it leſs inferrable from our Sa- 
viour's Doctrine, John xv. that it is poſ- 
ſible to be grafted in him, ſo as to be- 
come a Branch in that. heavenly Vine ; 
yet, thro* Unfruitfulneſs, may come to 
be broken off, and wither. Which Doc- 
trine had Weight with the Apoſtle Paul, 
which made him keep under his Body, 
and bring it into Subjection, /e/ that after 


be bad preached to * he himſelf ſhould 


n be- 


( 54 


become @ Caſtaway. Now I come to Mat- W anc 
ter of Fact, where this holy Apoſtle, to W tha 
warn the Believers then, acquaints them, ; 
how many of the Fathers fell away, and I the 
were deſtroy d; notwithſtanding their 4 
high Attainments, as to eat of that ſpi- } dep 
ritual Meat, and drink of that ſpiritual ho- 
Drink; for he tells us, they drank of that Þ as 
ſpiritual Rock that followed them; which Gh 
Rock was CHRIST. And then pray, con 
were not ſuch as thoſe, that thus partook I /e 
of CHRIST, Partakers of Saving Grace? Sha 
And yet fell away, and were deſtroy'd 1 
by ſwift Judgments. Therefore he cau-F alſo 
tions the Corinthians, that tho? they ſtood, hov 
to take heed leſt they fell. Fai 
Moreover, the Apoſtle, in Rom. xi. falli 
doth, from the Rejection of the Jeu, turr 
and their being broken off from the good 
Olive- tree, (which is CHRIST) and the 
Gentiles being grafted in, caution them 
to be careful, left they be broken off too; 
telling them, their ſtanding was by Faith; 
ſo that they ought not to be Higb- mindei 
but fear; ſeeing the Jews, if they con- 
tinued not in Unbelief, ſhould be grafted 
in again, which was the Cauſe of thei 
being broken off z which (I ſhould think 
would induce any ſober Man to believe 
that a State of Grace may be fallen from, 


33 


at- and then Grace may be given to thoſe” 
to W that periſh. 
em, The Author to the Hebrews cautions 
and the Believers to take heed, left there be in 
heir any of them an evil Heart of Unbelief, in 
ſpi- Y departing from the living God; and ſhews 
tual how impoſlible it is to reſtore ſuch again, 
that Y as were made Partakers of the Holy 
hich Ghoſt, and the Powers of the World to 
ray, come; ſeeing they crucify afreſh to them- 
ook Y ſelves the Son of God, and put him to open 
ce? Shame. yl 
oy'd e The Apoſtle to his beloved Timothy, is 
cau-Y alſo very full touching this Particular, 
00d, | how that ſome had made Shipwreck of 
Faith; which plainly demonſtrates their 
1. xi. falling from Grace: For if they had not 
Zews, turned from Grace, they would not have 
good made Shipwreck of Faith; and without 
d theſl Grace, I know not how a Man can have 
them Faith, eſpecially Faith unfeigned, and a 
good Conſcience. Beſides, he further in- 
forms us, That the Spirit ſpake expreſly, 
that in the latter Times ſome ſhould depart 
from the Faith ; and if it hadmot been 
the true Faith, I cannot ſee any Evil in 
departing from it. 8 8 122 | 
The Apoſtle Peter is very full herein 
alſo, how that with ſuch it is according 
to the true Proverb, The Dog is turned 
40 


58 
to bis Vomit again; and the Sow that was 
waſhed to her wallowing in the Mire : for, 
having eſcaped the Pollutions which are in 
the World, through the Knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, (which 
cannot be without the Grace of Gop) 
yet they came again to be intangled therein; 
ſo that their latter End is become wore 
than their Beginning. So it to me is Mat- 
ter of Weight, that, notwithſtanding we 
may know ourſelves in a State of Grace; 
yet we may, if we be not duly watchful, 
loſe ſo happy a Condition. And Expe- 
rience has ſhewed us too much of the 
Truth of this. Tho' Ideny not but there 
may ſuch a State in Grace be obtain- 
ed, from which there cannot be a total P 
Apoſtacy; yet it is evident, a good Con- 
dition may be departed from; and if ſo, 
the Weſtminſter Confeſſion is out in this 
Matter, which concludes all but the Ele#, 
Go was pleaſed to paſs by, and to or- 
dain to Diſhonour and Wrath, giving 
Saving Grace to them only, and that none 
of them can fall away ; which concludes, 
that Grace cannot be fallen from. Sof 10 
upon the whole, if theſe four particula ae 
Doctrines be orthodox, and according tf * 
the Goſpel, then is that Doctrine of ab“ 
ſolute Reprobation heterodox, and con 
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trary to Goſpel. And that theſe my La- 
bours may have the deſired Effect, if it 
be but upon one Soul, I ſhall think them 
well beſtowed. 

Having thus ſhewed, under theſe four 
Heads, how full the Holy Scriptures are 
againſt, and in direct Oppoſition to this 
Doctrine of an abſolute Reprobation, or 
Gop's eternally decreeing a certain Num- 


ber, not only of Men, but Angels, to 


Diſhonour and Wrath; and that he hath 
not decreed any thing, becauſe he fore- 
ſaw it as future, or as that which would 
come to paſs upon ſuch Conditions: Yet 
that thoſe who are reſolved, right or 
wrong, to hold to-it, may have as little 
as poſſible to object againſt me of Unfair- 
neſs, I ſhall alfo briefly conſider thoſe 
Scripture Texts the Makers of this Con- 


fefſion of Faith bring for Proof of the 
lame, I ſhall thus, in Order, both quote 


their Doctrine, and alſo the Scripture 
Texts, as they ſtand in their Weſtminſter 


Confeſſion Book : Which Scriptures, I 
ſuppoſe they would make People believe, 


this their Doctrine is conformable to, and 


Fs builded upon. By the opening of which, 


ing te 


| alſo hope my Readers may further ſee 
how wide theſe Scripture Texts are to 
heir Purpoſe. So that except they have 

ſome 


* 


ſome better Foundation, this their totter- 
ing Fabrick will not ſtand long, having 
no Footing or Warrant from them; for 
they are in Harmony of themſelves, tho 
ck oppoſite Doctrine would endeavour 
to rent them, or have them divided; even 
as the Harlot in 1 Kings in. 16. who, ha- 
ving overlaid her own Child, would have 
had the living Child divided. But, bleſ- 
ſed be Gop, who has, and will more and 
more open the Eyes of People, ſo that 
they will not be thus 1mpoſed upon, in 
Matters fo nearly concerning them; but 
will, like the Bereans of old, examine 
whether theſe Things be ſo or no. 
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION, 
Chap. 3. F 1. 

« Gop, from all Eternity, did, by the 
e moſt wiſe and holy Counſel of his own 
« Will, freely and unchangeably ordain 
« whatſoever comes to pals, Eph, i. 11. 
“ Rom. Xi. 33. Heb. vi. 17. Rom. ix. 
. 

Their firſt Proof, Epb. i. 11. 

In whom alſo we have obtain'd an Inbe- 
ritance, being predeſtinated according to the 
Purpoſe of him who worketh all Things af- 
ter the Counſel of his own Will. 


REMARK S. 


That God worketh all Things after the 
Counſel of his own Will, is moſt cer- 
tain : For who ſhall be his Teacher ? But 
how doth this prove, (which is the chief 
Part of the Text to the Matter in hand) 
That God did from all Eternity ordain what- 
ſoever comes to paſs? They muſt have 
brighter Eyes than I that can ſee that 
for I am ſatisfied the Proof is not in theſe 
Texts: But all the Text ſays, is, God 
worketh all Things, &c. which relates to 
the preſent Time, and nothing to any for- 
mer Decree, and which all Chriſtians ac- 
knowledge, That God worketh all his own 

Works, 


« A 1 


Morte, or Things, after bis own Counſel, 
Now, as to the Phraſe, all Things, we muſt 
only underſtand the Apoſtle intends, Ged 
worketh all his. own Works, or Things, and 
not, whatſoever comes to paſs : This is moſt 
abſurd, and would make Gop Author of 
all Wickedneſs. And the Apoſtle uſes 
the fame Phraſe in the foregoing; Verſe, 
That he might gather together in one all 
Things in Chriſt, I hope theſe Faith- 
makers will not conclude, that this is 
meant univerſally ; for then Reprobates 
muſt be gathered into CHRIST, as well as 
the Elect. And thus it doth appear that 
this Text doth no-way make for their 
Doctrine, neither with reſpect to an eter- 


hal Decree, nor to whatſoever comes to 


aſs. © 
; Their ſecond Proof, Rom. xi. 33. 
O the Depth of the Riches, both af tht 

Wiſdom and Knowledge of God ! How un- 
ſearchable are his Judgments, and his Ways 
paſt finding out ! 

REMARKS. 

This Text is a holy Admiration of the 
Wiſdom-and Knowledge of Gop; and 
doth very well prove the Infiniteneſs 
thereof : but doth no-way prove he has, 
from all Eternity, decreed whatſoever comes 
to paſs. 
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Their third and fourth Proofs, Rom. ix - 
e | 
For he ſaith to Moſes, Jill have Mer- 
ty on whom I will have Mercy, and I will 
have Compaſſion on whom I will have Com- 
paſſion : Therefore hath he Mercy on whom 
be will have Mercy, and whom he will be 
hardneth. 
REMARKS. | 
Theſe two Texts chiefly declare the 
Power of the Will of the Almighty Gov. 
Now, ſince it is the Power of the Will 
of an holy, good, and merciful Gop, we 
need not fear any Severity, but what is 
bounded with perfect Goodneſs. As con- 
cerning the Mercifulneſs of Gop, it is no 
ways contrary, but very agreeable to what 
is contained under theſe four Heads of 
Doctrine I have brought in oppoſition 
to this Doctrine of abſolute Reprobation. 
And as concerning the other Part of the 
Text, Whom he will he hardeneth ; it does 
not ſay, whom he did from all Eternity 
barden, or decreed to harden ; this had 
been ſomething : But, as the Apoſtle de- 
livers it, It rather ſhews his Power than 
Ad, being only, Whom he will he har- 
lenet h; yet to be rightly underſtood, we 
deny not Go p's hardening, in a right 
Scripture Senſe, even as it relates to the 
Time of Mens great Provocation, mw 
F a- 


having rejected the Offers of Mercy, and 
ſinned out the Day of their Viſitation: 
as it was in Jeruſalem's Caſe, where our Nwha 
Lo Rp with Tears expreſſes, how often © Dot 
ſhe might have been gathered; and to make FF quo! 
it carry the Senſe of his Meaning, gives ¶ imp 
it under the Compariſon of a Hen gather- | WE 
ing her Chickens ;, which makes it appear 
to be a real Deſign, and no feigned Shew : 
But ſhe rejecting ſuch tender and real Offers I 
of Mercy, till her Day expired, our Loo || © be 
alſo tells us, that then the Things that be- © ft 
longed to her Peace was bid from ber, but] ſu 
not before: And as it is allo in the Pa- 
rable of the Supper, how that ſeveral, ha- F 
ving refuſed the Invitation, were afterwards 
rejected. So Gop hardeneth none, as far 
as we find by the Holy Scriptures, till at- 
ter they have refuſed the Offers of Love 
and Mercy. And thus 1s verified that 
Scripture, Man's Deſtruction is of himſelf, 
but his Help is in the Lord. But if Gov 
had from all Eternity decreed it, and thaty T 
without reſpect to any thing future, or to yea 
come, How can Man's Deſtruction be, labo 
properly, of himſelf ? Pray conſider this, 
you that are for this Doctr ine, and make 
it demonſtrable, how this Scripture can be 
true, and your Doctrine too, The Man. 


ner of Gop's hardening, therefore, M opet 
a withdrawing of his Mercy, having that 
been 


been rejected; and not an infuſing Hard- 
neſs into Mens Hearts. Thus we fee 
what Proofs theſe Men bring for their 
Doctrine. Surely they thought, if they, 
quoted but Scripture, it would ſerve, how 
impertinent ſoever to their Purpoſe. 


I WESTMINSTER CONFESSION, 


Chap. 3. § 2. 
* Yet hath he not decreed any thing, 
« becauſe he foreſaw it as future, or as 
that which would come to paſs upon 
* ſuch Conditions, Rom. ix. 11. 13, 16,18. 


Their Proof, Rom. ix. 11, Oc. 


For the Children being yet not born, nei- 
ther having done any Good or Evil, that 
the Purpoſe of God, according to Election, 
might ſtand, not of Works, but cf him that 
calleth: As it is written, Jacob have J 
loved, but Eſau have I hated. 


REMARKS. 


Throughout this gth of the Romans, 
yea to the 12th Chapter, the Apoſtle 
laboureth to beat down the carnal Con- 
ceit of the Jets; that becauſe they were 
the Seed of Abraham, according to the 
Fleſh, therefore they were the Children of 
(30D : But he ſhews their Miſtake, and 
openeth the Myſtery of the Goſpel, how 
that all the Promiſes relate to CHRIST, 


F 2 and 


and Faith in him; as he elſewhere ob- 
ſerves, If ye be CHRIS r's, then are ye 
Abraham's Seed, and Heirs according to the 
Promiſe. Now here he brings, for Ex- 
ample, that of Jacob and Eſau. But firſt, 
we muſt obſerve. what that was, that was 
ſaid, before the Children were born; not 
that Go loved Jacob, and hated Eſau; 
that was not ſpoken till long after they 
were both dead, and is there only, by the 
Apoſtle, quoted out of Mal. 1. 2, 3 
But that which was ſaid before they were 
born, was, T he elder ſhall ſerve the younger; 
which was rather prophetical, than any 
Decree, and was fulfilled in David's 
Time, when the Edomites became Tribu- 
zaries ; as alſo it is allegorical, repreſent- 
ing the /wo inward Seeds and Births : At 


moſt, take it which Way you will, it is. 


only a Preference of Jacob before Eſau, 
which implies no Reprobation of Eſau; 
for many Men, having ſeveral Children, 
may love or prefer one above the reſt, 
yet love them all well: And as our Sa- 
viour had ſeveral Diſciples, yet he did 
in ſome Meaſure ſhew more Reſpect to 
Fohn, than he-did to the reſt ; wherefore 
he was accounted the beloved Diſciple, 
not but that he loved them all. Neither 


doth the Word hated, always ſignify an 
ablolute and final Hatred: For Gov 
hates 


3 
hates the Wicked; yet many wicked 


Men comes to find Mercy. And it is 
ſaid in Scripture, Facob loved Rachel, and 
hated Leah, by which we are to under- 
ſtand, a Preference of Rachel above Leah ; 
for it is not to be granted, that Jacob 
hated his own Wife, in the common Senſe 
of the Word: Yet ſuch Inſtances are 
theſe Mens Proofs for their Doctrine of 
abſolute Reprobation. As to the other 
Verſes, enough is ſaid above. 


WESTMINSTER CON FESSION, 
| Chap. 3. § 3. WE: 
% By the Decree of Gop, for the Ma- 
© nifeſtation of his Glory, ſome Men and 
Angels, 1 Tim. v. 21. Mat. xxv. 41. 
are predeſtinated unto everlaſting Life 


and others foreordained to everlaſting 


„ Death, Rom. ix. 22, 23. Epb. i. 3, 6. 
* N. Vi. 4. 


REMARKS. 


As touching theſe Scriptures, which re- 
late to Election, it being a Doctrine no- 
ways oppoſed by me; (Election being a 
Selection, or a Preference of ſome before 
others; which doth not- in the leaſt imply 
the Reprobation of any:) Therefore I have 
no Cauſe to have any Controverſy there- 
with. But whereas ſome Angels, as well as 

F 2 | Men, 


Men, are by the Confeſſion concluded to 
be fore-ordained to Everlaſting Death ; 
I may take the Liberty to enquire, What 
Ground from Scripture they have for this 
Doctrine? And all the Proof I find that 
they bring, touching . the Angels being 
fere-ordained to Everlaſting Death, is but 
One, and that is from Mat. xxv. 41. Then 
ſhall he ſay to them alſo on the left Hand, 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into Everlaſt- 
ing Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, One might have thought, ſince 
they have brought but one Text, it would 
have been to the Purpoſe : But I muſt 
ſay, I can find no Fore-ordination at all 
in the Text ; for all that is ſaid is, That 
Everlaſting Fire is prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels; which. is no more than 
what is generally believ'd : For the in- 
finite, wiſe, juſt, and good Gop has, no 
doubt, prepared Puniſhment for all wicked 
Angels, as well as Men ; as well as he has 
prepared Foy and Felicity for all the holy 
of both ſorts. Now all this is but agree- 
able with the Acts of his divine Wiſ- 
dom and Fore-knowledge ; and no Fore- 
ordination, or ordering, any Part of the 
Workmanſhip of his Hands, either Angels 
or Men, to everlaſting Death, without 
Regard had to any thing future, or to 
come, as to be done by them, as the 1 
ion 
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U 
7 
to Þ fon thereof. So I ſhall return to conſider 
1: cheir other Proofs, relating. to Men. 

at Rom. ix. 22. What if God, willing to 
is ew his Wrath, and to make his Power 
at ¶ known, endureth with much Long-ſuffering 
ng If the Veſſels of Wrath, fitted to Deſtruction? 
ut This Text chiefly teacheth, that it may 
en | be conſiſtent with the divine Wiſdom, to 
1d, bear, thro' his great Long-ſuffering, the 
t- I Veſſels of Wrath, (which are thoſe that have 
his out-lived the Day of their Viſitation, as 
ice II have in Part ſhewed) to fill up their 
11d } Meaſure of Wickedneſs, that he may 
uſt more remarkably bring his Judgments 
all upon them. And is not this the great 
hat © Wiſdom of God, that ſo others may be 
vil warned, and repent before the Day of 
their Viſitation expire, and ſo they be- 
come fitted to Deſtruction? For then they 
may be truly ſaid to be fitted to Deftruc- 
tion, and not before. And, pray, what 


far ſhort to prove, that they were by Gop 
fore-ordained to everlaſting Death. For 
my Part, I can find no ſuch Meaning in 
the Text. Pharoah was, no doubt, one 
of thoſe who had out-lived the Day of 
Mercy, when the Lo RD ſaid, For this 
Purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that I might 
ſhew my Power in thee: For theſe Words 
were not ſpoken till the Time of his great 

_— 


more doth this Text hold out, which is 


98 
Provocation; having before that ſeveral 
Times refuſed to let the Children of Iſrael 
go; lo that the Caſe of Pharaoh doth not 
make any thing for this Doctrine of ab- 
ſolute Reprobation : For it is no where 
in the Bible ſaid, that Gop did, from all 


Eternity, fore-ordain him to be a Veſſel of 


ralb, or Words that will carry that Con- 


ſtruction. And for that Saying of the 
Apoſtle, Hath not the Potter Power over 
the Clay, of the ſame Lump to make one Veſ, 
ſel unto Honour, and another unto Diſhonour ? 
This Compariſon ſheweth the Power of 
Gop over Men, even as the Potter has 
Power over the Clay; which no way holds 
out any abſolute eternal Decree. And 
what Potter will make that a Veſſel unto 
Diſhonour, that will be one to Honour ? 
But if the Clay will not frame under his 
Hand, to be a Veſſel of Honour, he then 
may make it to Diſhonour. And what 
Ground have we to ſuppoſe otherwiſe of 
Gop, ſeeing we find, according to the 
Holy Scriptures, that it is not the Way of 
his Holy Spirit generally, to work irre- 
ſiſtibly ? For there were thoſe, who re/iſt- 
ed the Holy Ghoſt, as their Fathers alſo did; 
ſo not only they, but their Fathers alſo, 
reſiſted it. And Gop faith of the Old 
World, That his Spirit ſhould not always 

ftrive with Man; which alſo holds * the 
| ame 
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ſame Truth. And alſo there were ſuch 
as crucified afreſh ta themſelves the Son of 
God, and did Deſpite to the Spirit of Grace: 
All which verifies the Truth of this Aſſer- 
tion. Thus I have taken Notice, not on- 
ly of their Proofs out of this gth of Ro- 
Re” but the Chapter itſelf, which may 
any ways be thought to favour their Doc- 


trine, and can find no ſuch Inference war- 


rantably to be drawn from it. As to their 
Proof out of Proverbs xvi. 4. The Lord 
hath made all Things for himſelf; yea, even 
the Wicked for the Day of Evil: I ſuppoſe 
no more can be juſtly drawn from this 
Text, than that the LorD will bound all 
Things to his own Glory ; and that there- 
fore the Wicked are to be puniſhed : For 
I think there is no great Difference be- 
tween the Wicked being appointed for 
the Day of Evil, and the Day of Evil 
being appointed for them ; which doth ne 
ways prove, that Gop did from all Eter- 
nity fore-ordain any to be wicked, or that 
any was fore-ordained to eyerlaſting Death, 
without any Regard had to their Wicked- 
neſs: For if Go did not decree any 
thing, becauſe he forefaw it, or as what 
would come to paſs upon ſuch Conditions; 
then what leſs doth this Doctrine teach, 
than that GOD did fore-ordain ſome to 
everlaſting Death, without Regard "ny to 
: their 


their Wickedneſs? So that it is no Won- 
der, that ſuch Doctrine as this ſhould have 
no better Proof from the Holy Scriptures. 


WESTMINSTER CONFESSION, 
Chap. 3. 54. 
Theſe Angels and Men, thus Prede- 


e ſtinated and Fore-ordained, are particu- Þ 
* larly and unchangeably deſigned ; and 
* their Number is ſo certain and definite, 


© that it cannot be either increaſed or di- 
„ miniſhed, 2. Tim. ii. 19. Jobn xi. 18. 


REMARKS. 4 
Theſe Faith Makers have here, as it were, 
rivetted their Doctrine with bold Aſſerti- 
ons; but it would have paſſed far better, 
with ſober thinking Chriſtians, if they had 
withal brought clear Scripture Proof; 
then it had been rivetted indeed: but ſince 
they have given us two Scripture Texts, we 

will hear what they ſay on their Behalf. 
Nevertheleſs, the Foundation of God 
ftandeth ſure, having this Seal, the Lo RD 
knoweth them that are his. And, Let 
every one that nameth the Nameof CHRIST, 
depart from Iniquity, 2. Tim. ii. 19. From 
this Text we may obſerve, Firſt, That 
The Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure. Se- 
condly, The Lord knows them that are his. 
Thirdly, That they that name the Name of 
CHRIST, ought to depart from 3 
That 


That the Foundation of God, or the Foun- 


dation on which the true Church is built, 


ſtandeth ſure, is moſt certain: But what 
Foundation is that? Is it not JESus 
CurRIsST? Secondly, That the LORD 
tnoweth them that are bis; this is univer- 


| fally believed by all that believe in Gov ; 
| for they believe him to be omnipreſent, 
| omniſcient, and omnipotent : But I hope 


this Foreknowledge is no Decree. How- 
ever they have ſpared us the Pains in diſ- 
puting that Point, becauſe they ſay, He 
aid not decree any Thing, becauſe he forſaw 
it asFuture. Thirdly, That they that 
name the Name of Chriſt, are to depart 
from Iniquity; I ſuppoſe they will lay no 
Claim to, for to prove their Doctrine by. 
So how it is concludable from this Text, 
that the Number either of thoſe that are 
ſaved, or periſh, are ſo definite and certain, 
that one cannot be added or diminiſhed 
to either Number, is more than I can ap- 
prehend, or they have proved. 

Their other Proof is, John xiii. 18. J 
ſpeak not of you all; I know whom I have 
choſen. Is it not plain, that this Text 
chiefly ſhews the Divine Fore- knowledge 
of CHRIST, that the Diſciples might 
know, that he fore-knew who would be- 
tray him, and doth relate to Judas? Which, 
what Shew of Proof this has, to prop the 

um- 


— 


$ I -, Number of them that are predeſtinated 


to Life, and of thoſe that are fore-ordain 
ed to everlaſting Death, to be ſo certai 
and definite, that one cannot be added o 
diminiſhed to either Number, I leave to 
my Readers to obſerve. 
Thus I have alſo examined the pre 
tended Proofs they bring for the Confir 
mation of this their Doctrine of abſolute 
Reprobation, and find they will not ſtand 
them in ſtead: By which it may be obſer 
ved, what great Difference there is betwee 
the Evidence the Holy Scriptures give 
in behalf of any of thoſe four particulanif 
Doctrines I have brought in oppoſition ral 
this of abſolute Reprobation ; and the 
Evidence it giveth on the Behalf of this 
Doctrine; how copious and unanimous 
it is on the Behalf of any of the Four, and 
how ſhort and defective on the Behalf of 
this of abſolute Reprobation. And indeed 
how ſhould it be otherwiſe ? For it being 
in Harmony, 1t cannot give Evidence fo 


them both ; for that which is an Evidence 
for the one, is an Evidence againſt the 
other; ſo that if the one be true, the other 
is falſe. So I ſhall conclude theſe my ſmall 
Endeavours, for the good of thoſe that 
are, or may be herein concerned. 


YAZ.ENKET 


